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The next morning my son came to visit me
again, almost as soon as I was up. After a little
discourse, he first of all pulled out a deerskin
bag, and gave it me, with five-and-fifty Spanish
pistoles in it, and told me that was to supply my
expenses from England, for though it was not his
business to inquire, yet he ought to think I did
not bring a great deal of money out with me,
it not being usual to bring much money into
that country. Then he pulled out his grand-
mother's will, and read it over to me, whereby
it appeared that she left a plantation on York
river to me, with the stock of servants and cattle
upon it, and had given it in trust to this son of
mine for my use? whenever he should hear of me,
and to my heirs, if I had any children, and in de-
fault of heirs, to whomsoever I should by will dis-
pose of it; but gave the income of it, till I should
be heard of, to my said son; and if I should
not be living, then it was to him, and his heirs.

This plantation, though remote from him, he
said he did not let out, but managed it by a head
clerk, as he did another that was his father's, that
lay hard by it, and went over himself three or
four times a year to look after it. I asked him
what he thought the plantation might be worth: he
said, if I would let it out, he would give me
about SOL a year for it; but if I would live on it,
then it would be worth much more, and he be-
lieved would bring me in about 1507. a year. But
seeing I was likely either to settle on the other side
the bay, or might perhaps have a mind to go back
to England, if I would let him be my steward he
would manage it for me, as he had done for
himself, and that he believed he should be able
to send me as much tobacco from it, as would yield
me about 100Z, a year, sometimes more.